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Islam which are a crude caricature of those of the great Umar
himself*
From this entrancing study, I went to the philosophical
volumes called Al Kalam* These are difficult to understand- The
language is highly technical, Mr* Abdul Gani however made my
study fairly easy. I was only sorry my illness interrupted my
study when I had only half finished the volumes*
Of the English books Gibbonfs]1 takes easily the first place.
It was recommended to me years ago by so many English friends.
I was determined to read Gibbon in the jail this time. I was glad
of it. For me even history has a spiritual significance- As the
author proceeds to trace the events in the life of the citizens of a
single city who built up a world-empire? one traces the history of
the soul. For Gibbon does not deal with trifles, he deals with
vast masses of facts and arrays them before you in his own inimit-
able way. He deals with three civilizations, Pagan, Christian
and Islamic, in sufficient detail to enable you to frame your own
conclusions. His own compel attention. But he is as a historian
jealous of his calling, faithful enough to give you all his data so
as to enable you to judge for yourself.
Motley is another type. Gibbon traces the decay of a mighty
empire. Motley extracts from a little republic the life of his hero.
Gibbon's heroes are subservient to the story of a mighty empire.
Motley's story of a State is subservient to that of one single life.
The republic merges in William the Silent*
Add to these two Lord Rosebery's Life qf PitL And you are
perhaps then prepared to draw with me the conclusion that the
dividing line between fact and fiction is very thin indeed and
that even facts have at least two sides or as lawyers say facts are
after all opinions. However I have no desire to engage the
reader's attention upoa my speculations on the value of history
considered as aix aid to the evolution of our race* I believe in
the saying that a nation is happy that has no history. It is my pet
theory that our Hindu ancestors solved the question for us by ig-
noring history as it is understood today and by building on alight
events their philosophical structure. Such is the Afahubhafata*
And I look upon Gibbon and Motley as inferior editions of the
Afahabharatt. The immortal but unknown author of the Mdkfa
bharato weaves into his story sufficient of the supernatural to wara
you against talcing him literally. Gibbon and Motley are unneces-
sarily at pains to tell you they are giving you facts and nothing
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